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Contact: Manuela Well-Off-Man, curator of art, Montana Museum of Art & Culture, 406- 
243-2019, manuela. well-off-man@mso. umt. edu.
GEORGE LONGFISH TRAVELING EXHIBITION OPENS AT UM MUSEUM 
MISSOULA—
The debut of the national traveling exhibition “George Longfish -  A Retrospective” 
will be at the Montana Museum of Art & Culture March 9 through April 20.
The exhibition honors the internationally known artist and his role in contemporary 
American Indian art. It features his works from the past 35 years, beginning with pieces he 
created while serving as director of The University of Montana’s graduate program in 
American Indian art during 1972-73.
Longfish, who is Seneca and Tuscarora, is known for his vivid paintings exploring 
issues of Native identity. He also has won awards for his sculptures. In 2004, his work was 
featured in a solo exhibition at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian.
The exhibition will be in MMAC’s Meloy and Paxson galleries, located in the 
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center at UM.
An opening reception will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, March 9, at the museum. 
Throughout his career, Longfish has been influential as an artist, educator and curator. 
From 1973 to 2003, he was professor of historical and contemporary Native arts at the 




Longfish will serve as artist-in-residence in Missoula April 3-5. The three-day 
residency will include workshops for students on the Flathead Indian Reservation.
Several events that are free and open to the public will be held at UM in conjunction 
with the residency.
Longfish will give a lecture at 4:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 3, in Room 352 of UM’s 
Social Science Building. From 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, April 5, an artist’s reception will be held 
in MMAC’s Meloy and Paxson galleries. Longfish will give a gallery talk at 6 p.m. during the 
reception.
After the exhibition’s debut in Missoula, it is scheduled to travel to the University of 
South Dakota in Vermillion; the University of Northern Iowa Gallery of Art in Cedar Falls; 
Salish Kootenai College in Pablo; the Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art in Great Falls; the 
Holter Museum of Art in Helena; the South Dakota Art Museum in Brookings; and the 
Museum of the Southwest in Midland, Texas. It is available for additional bookings by 
museums nationwide.
The exhibition, residency and a catalog of the works are sponsored in part by the 
Montana Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts.
MM AC was the only Montana museum grantee in NEA’s 2007 Access to Artistic 
Excellence category.
The museum’s hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and 4 to 8:30 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. There is no charge for admission, and free parking is available near
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the northwest corner of the PAR/TV Center.
For more information, call 406-243-2019 or go online to 
http: //www. umt. edu/montanamuseum.
m
NOTE TO MEDIA: George Longfish is available for phone interviews and digital images of 
select artwork included in this exhibition are available on request. Please call Karen Rice, 
MM AC coordinator of programs and publications, 406-243-2019, or e-mail 
karen. r ice@mso. umt. edu.
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